90   WIVES   OF   HENRY  THE   EIGHTH
life; and it is not to be wondered at that he found
his disillusioned and consciously saintly wife a
somewhat uncomfortable companion.
The  death   of   Louis   XII.,   Maximilian,   and
Ferdinand,   and  the peaceful  accession  of young
Charles to the throne of Spain and the prospective
imperial crown, entirely altered the political aspect
of Europe.    Francis  I.   needed peace in the first
years of his reign ;   and   to   Charles   it  was also
desirable, in order that his rule over turbulent Spain
could be firmly established and  his imperial suc-
cession   secured.    All  the   English   ministers   and
councillors were heavily bribed by France, Wolsey
himself  was   strongly   in   favour   of   the   French
connection, and everybody entered into a conspiracy
to flatter Henry.    The natural result was a league
first of England and France, and  subsequently a
general peace to which all the principal Christian
potentates  subscribed,  and men  thought that the
millennium  had   come.     Katharine's   international
importance had disappeared with the death of her
father and the accession of Charles to the throne
of Aragon as well as to that of Castile.    Wolsey
was now Henry's sole adviser in matters of state
and   managed  his  master dexterously,   whilst  en-
deavouring   not   entirely   to   offend   the   Queen.
Glimpses of his harmonious relations with Katha-
rine at this time (1516-1520) are numerous.    At the
splendid christening of the Princess Mary, Wolsey
was  one  of the sponsors,  and he was   ** gossip"
with   Katharine  at the   baptism   of  Mary  Tudor
Duchess of Suffolk's son.
Nor can the Queen's famous action after the evil
May Day (1517)   have been  opposed or discouq-